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The style of the essays has two characters discussing the teaching of 
mathematics to young children. It is hoped they are both recognizable. 
 
 
erity Keane is a student at the local University, where she is an Elementary 
Education major intending to teach young children when she graduates. She 
was never interested in mathematics at school but always wanted to be a 
teacher and work with young children. Verity generally obtained a grade B in 
her math assignments at school, but without really understanding what she 
was doing. Mathematics was a real concern to her as she entered her college 
course but her love of children inspired her to work hard at the subject as she 
intended to offer her children “a better deal than I had.” She is particularly 
interested in the work of the reform movement in mathematics, attending 
meetings whenever she can. She has become very friendly with Liz Sloper. 
 
 
iz Sloper is an excellent teacher who teaches at the nearby Elementary 
School. She has become a friend of and mentor to Verity Keane. She too 
found her school mathematics intimidating but a college tutor motivated her 
and as an intern produced, according to her assessors, “the finest classroom 
environment I have seen in 20 years of assessing.” Within that environment, 
mathematics was very strong. Throughout her teaching, Liz has kept up to 
date. She has read widely and attended numerous conferences on all aspects 
of education for young children taking a particular interest in the teaching of 
mathematics. Her experience in the classroom means, “She has done what 
others talk about”. Liz is married with one daughter. 
 
The children are in any grade the reader feels is appropriate. 
 
he classroom vignette style used in these essays was inspired by the 
Minnesota K-12 Mathematics Framework. The reader visits teacher Liz Sloper 
in her classroom as she works with children and is then encouraged to repeat 
the activities in their own rooms as appropriate. It is the spirit of these 
vignettes, which the reader is invited to follow rather than the letter. As 
always, choices within the activities will have to be made. Only a classroom 
teacher (you) can make these choices for her students, yet always attempting 
to ‘do’ the activities in a way Mrs. Sloper would.  
 
The featured materials have been made by ‘Liz Sloper’ and are 
copyrighted.  
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